" Greece as a Kingdom,""* containing valuable and very interesting accounts of the institutions, the population, productions, commerce, and resources of that country. In the chapter on the soil, climate, and inhabitants, the author has made some curious statements in proof of the precocity of the females ; not altogether novel, it is true, for others have said the same things ; but as the opinions referred to are advanced as the fruit of his own observation, they acquire, on that account, a claim to particular notice. They are contained in the following passages.
" Nature is so extremely precocious in Greece To-day I heard of this singular ease.
: Not yet.
-f-Not yet.
? Never. The thirty-six instances in the table supply, it is true, a large proportion at the ages of eleven and twelve years ; but then, on the other hand, there is a still larger and more out of the way proportion at high ages, namely, at sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen years, showing that a considerably greater number of instances would be required to furnish satisfactory data for a calculation of the average age of puberty. Taking the thirty-three instances whose ages are specified, the average age is fourteen. Besides these there are two, the one seventeen and the other eighteen years, in whom the change that indicates puberty had not taken place, which, were they added, would raise the average age to fifteen years. In England the average age is about fourteen years and six months.
Again, the common age at which menstruation commences is stated by one as being from twelve to fourteen years, by another from about fourteen to fourteen and nine months, and by the third from twelve to fifteen. It will further have been remarked, that Mr Lowndes says in his letter,
